
September 2022 •   Fall is in the Air 

Exploring the Lower Mainland 

As we reviewed in our in-person registration, this map 

of the Lower Mainland is a useful tool for students to 

know where they are allowed to travel to on their own.  

Once they are comfortable with their surroundings and 

you are confident in their abilities to take public 

transportation, they can adventure around the Lower 

Mainland during the day. They must be home at the 

time you set for them (see our curfew guidelines).  

Students cannot leave the Lower Mainland on their 

own. Not even for a day trip 

It creates a situation where they may get stranded and 

not able to make it home which creates a safety issue.  

If you wish to travel outside the Lower Mainland on a 

day trip, to Whistler for example, please shoot Brent 

Gibson (604-319-0493) a quick text message about the 

plan.  

If you plan to go on an overnight trip, please email 

Brent at least a few days in advance. A travel consent 

form needs to be prepared and sent overseas. 

Conversation Starter Topic: 

What are the best activities for rainy days? S 
chool is underway and we are 

assisting students to ensure they 

are all experiencing a positive start 

to the school year. In a separate 

email from Brent Gibson, you will have 

received information about the time of their 

rules meetings with us as well as the material 

we will be going over in detail with students. 

If you did not receive that mass email via 

True North, please check your Spam folder. 

If it still cannot be found, please reach out to 

your Homestay Coordinator so we can 

determine what is causing messages to not 

arrive as they should. That is our main 

method of communication. 

Welcoming New Staff Members 

Over the summer we welcomed two new 

members to our Delta School District 

International Programs team. Akiko Takao is 

the new Administrative Assistant, taking 

over for the soon-to-be-retired Caroyln 

McGreer. Sungmin Kang is our new Records 

and Admissions Officer. She is taking over for 

Charmaine Roesler who has moved on to 

another position in the public sector. Both 

Akiko and Sungmin bring a great amount of 

experience, skills, and passion for 

international education to our team.   



Delta ISP October Activity 

- Fright Nights at Playland 

Fright Nights is back! We are planning our 

October Activity for October 20th. Students 

will be provided details about the trip 

through their @deltalearns.ca emails, on their 

Google Classrooms and with posters in their 

International Coordinator's area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will share the information with them. Sign 

up and payments will start on October 6th. I 

will post again on their Google Classrooms 

and mass email them with the payment link. 

There will be no refunds this time.   

 

On the signup day, I will email all students 

and post in all their Google Classrooms again 

to let them know that signup is now open.  

 

As with our other activities, it will be first 

come first served.  

 

We will be returning later in the evening, so 

pick up from their departure point will be 

required - most likely Burnsview Secondary 

in North Delta and the School Board Office in 

Ladner.  

 

Once students have signed up, I will send 

out a form for them to review with you.   
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School Forms and Waivers 

As teams and clubs are forming at school, your 

international student may come home with various 

permission forms and waivers. Please reach out to 

your Homestay Coordinator as most of the forms 

will require either their Custodian’s signature 

(Program Director Karen Symonds for the majority 

of our students) or their natural parents. Please 

scan / take a good picture of the form and attach it 

in your email to us. 

Bike Helmets  

Wearing bike helmets is the law in British 

Columbia. Safety is the most important reason, 

but students could also be fined for not wearing 

one.  

We are happy to be 

the "bad guys" if you 

are getting pushback 

from your student 

about wearing one. 

We also remind them 

constantly to wear a 

helmet when riding a bike / skateboard / etc.  

Budgeting with Homestay - 

Meal Plans 

Creating a meal plan for the week has both 

budgetary and relationship benefits. It allows the 

person purchasing the groceries have a clear idea 

of what is needed as well as what things can be 

bought in bulk. It helps to reduce food waste. 

It also creates a nice conversation topic between 

student and homestay family. It can allow students 

to feel empowered and is a nice way to build a 

relationship based on communication in the home.  

https://www.icbc.com/road-safety/sharing/Pages/cycling-safety.aspx#:~:text=Protect yourself before cycling&text=Wearing a helmet is the,a rear red light%2Freflector
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Students and Using Delta 

Recreation Centres  

Delta Recreation has redone their website and created 

a new online account that households need to register 

for. If you had the old account, and the little cards, 

you will need to go online and create the new account.  

They transfer any credits you might have on the old 

account over to the new account.  

Once you make the new online account, you can easily 

add your students to your household. It is connected 

to the address, so everyone in the home with you can 

be on the same account. They can be removed and 

edited later I believe. Students can reserve times 

online for drop-in sports with limited capacity like 

basketball, badminton, spinning classes and skating. 

The weight room is open all day long. Public 

Swimming times have been adjusted. Length 

swimming times are online as well.  

From there, they should be set. They need to bring 

their ID the first time and can use the phone number 

you used to register to look up the account. The staff 

will provide new mini cards upon the first visit. If the 

students have any issues at the counter, please have 

them call me. I have been through the process myself. 

We are also lucky enough to have a homestay parent 

working at the front desk at SunGod! 

All PAR-Q Forms need to come to us to get signed 

Recycling 

Not all students will be in the habit of 

recycling. Delta has a great video to go over the 

basic recycling steps. 

 

 

 

Please review it with your student so they can 

be on the same page as the rest of your 

household when it comes to recycling.  

Travel 
Contact Brent so we can get the documentation and permission in place before your trip!  

Please let us know early about travel plans. There are travel visa considerations when travelling abroad with your 

international student. These include trips to the US where students may require an ESTA, Tourist Visa, or other 

paperwork. We will also prepare a travel letter to the US, even for day trips, with your international student.  

If you are planning a day trip, please let us know. The same documentation is not required but because Karen 

Symonds, the Program Director, is the custodian for the majority of our students, we do need to know where they are 

travelling to outside of the Lower Mainland. It allows us to stay in the loop and be ready to assist if the need arises.   

https://www.delta.ca/parks-recreation/sports-activities/programs-registration
mailto:bgibson@godelta.ca
https://youtu.be/py1q7XKpWDE
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Damages - Preventative Measures 
and Deadline 

In the Summer Newsletter, the new Damage Check List 

on our website was introduced. It is a tool for you to 

use. 

 Go over the condition of the room with your student 

now (if you have not done so already) and again a few 

weeks before they are set to go home. You can make 

notes and take pictures together of any existing 

damage.  

Any claims for damages to the home by the student 

need to be made before they go home. A week before 

their departure will be the deadline. With students 

leaving at various times throughout the year, 

reminder of this will appear in future newsletters. 

It allows our office to get in touch with their agency / 

parents and for everyone to be available to discuss any 

issues together. It also allows for you to get reimbursed 

sooner! The main damage claim form is still on our 

website and we still request a few quotes and 

agreement by all parties before any repairs commence.    

 

Daily Health Check 

The daily health check is back, but there is no 

paperwork this time. Here is the information 

that was sent to all parents with children 

attending a Delta school: 

 

A health check means a person regularly 

checking to ensure they (or their child) are not 

experiencing symptoms of illness (including 

but not limited to COVID-19 symptoms) that 

would limit their ability to participate fully in 

regular activities before coming to school to 

prevent spread of communicable diseases, such 

as COVID-19, within school settings.  

 

Common symptoms of communicable disease 

include:  

• fever or chills  

• stuffy or runny nose  

• sore throat , cough  

• headaches , muscle or body aches  

• fatigue  

 

Specific symptoms of COVID-19 in children 

can be found HERE.  

 

Do not attend school or work if you are sick. 

Anyone exhibiting new symptoms of illness 

(including COVID‐19) should stay home and 

follow guidance provided by the BC Centre for 

Disease Control. 

 

Updated information regarding the district’s 

latest Communicable Disease Prevention Plan 

can be found on the School District's website. 

https://homestay.public.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2022/07/Damage-Check-List.pdf
https://homestay.public.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2022/07/Damage-Check-List.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-and-children/covid-19-illness-in-children
https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/news-events/news/information-for-parents-guardians-novel-coronavirus/


Our dedicated team of Homestay Coordinators are here to support you. Feel free to reach out to them. 

Teri Gallant (Ladner)         Ph: 604-952-5399          TGallant@GoDelta.ca  

Gillian Patrick (Tsawwassen)          Ph: 604-952-5385          GPatrick@GoDelta.ca 

Michele Ramsden (Seaquam, Burnsview, and feeder schools)          Ph: 604-952-5352          MRamsden@GoDelta.ca  

Tania Hope (North Delta, Delview, Sands and feeder schools)          Ph: 604-952-5396          THope@GoDelta.ca  

Brent Gibson - Homestay Manager International Programs 

Office: 604-952-5075          Cell: 604-319-0493      

BGibson@GoDelta.ca 

Delta School District International Programs: 4585 Harvest Drive Delta, BC. V4K 5B4 

1-604-952-5366                                                                                          www.GoDelta.ca 

           

page 5 

Karen Symonds – Delta School District International Programs Director 

Office: 604-952-5372          Cell: 604-396-6862          KSymonds@GoDelta.ca 

Homestay Referral Gift Card 
We are still actively recruiting more homestay 

families. If you refer a family who completes 

the application process and is able to host a 

student, you will receive a $100 referral 

incentive gift card.  

Danger Zones and Curfew 
Last year we shared a list of known trouble spots we 

received from the Delta Police. It is available in our 

Newsletter Archive on our Homestay website.  

The new student who has arrived to your home is 

possibly very new to Canada and Canadian culture. 

Sooner rather than later would be a good time to go 

over the expectations of your home, curfew, house 

rules, and places they should avoid.  

We have guidelines for curfew based on grade level. 

Each student is different and each homestay family 

is also different in how they run their house. 

Students are informed of this and how their curfew 

may be different than their friends’. They are not 

permitted to go to concerts or sporting events 

downtown at night without an adult 25 years old +. 

Phishing Scams  
We are already hearing of students who just 

bought their Canadian SIM cards receiving 

phishing scam texts. Let them know those are 

common and to not click on any links.  

 

 

 

 

 

All students are required to have a working 

Canadian cell phone number while they are 

studying in Delta. They may need reminders to re-

up their minutes if they are on a service that 

requires them to do it manually.   

Homestay Handbook 

We are updating our Homestay Handbook as the current 

version contains some outdated information and language. 

We will have it back online as soon as the updates are 

completed. If you have any questions that you would 

usually refer to the handbook for, please reach out to your 

Homestay Coordinator.  

mailto:TGallant@GoDelta.ca
mailto:GPatrick@GoDelta.ca
mailto:MRamsden@GoDelta.ca
mailto:THope@GoDelta.ca
mailto:BGibson@GoDelta.ca
https://www.facebook.com/Go.Delta.International.Programs/
https://www.instagram.com/studyindelta/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy4u1hWpgFqOB7S669SrICw?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:KSymonds@GoDelta.ca
https://homestay.public.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2022/04/April-2022-Newsletter.pdf

